
 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 29th, 2016 

BCCI’s 96th Annual General Meeting 
 

The 96th Annual General Meeting of the Belize Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry was held on Thursday, April 28th, at the 
Radisson Fort George Hotel and Marina.  

As this is an election year, the room 
was bursting at the seams with 
attendees to support the potential 
councilor of their choice. The evening 

commenced with our anthem, prayer and welcome address by our VP of 
Commerce, Mr. Marcello Blake. The Year in Review video presentation 

displayed highlights and accomplishments 
of 2015 which included the successes of our members, our CRM award 
from the ILO valued at €20,000, participation in continued public/private 
dialogue, and our staple Expos. Guest Speaker, Hon. Tracy Taegar 
Panton delivered a comprehensive address on the ways in which the 
Ministry of Investment, Trade and 
Commerce is working to enhance the 
process of doing business locally and 
globally. Her personal challenge was 

to increase and sustain the national GDP rate to at least 3% and to work 
with the private sector in achieving deliverables that will be favourable 
for a prosperous business environment. H.E. Dan Guiterez, the current 
Director of Public/Private Dialogue, also delivered a presentation on the 
work of the Economic Development Council. He charged the audience to continue to provide their feedback 
and support  

Our CEO, Mrs. Kim Aikman, then opened the Business session to review and accept the minutes of the 
2015 AGM. The now Past President, Mr. Arturo Vasquez, gave remarks on the current state of the BCCI as 
on the continued importance of the active engagement of the members and the Chamber. The President 



also expressed his heartfelt appreciation for the opportunity to serve during his presidency. He applauded 
Mr. Nikita Usher as his successor and encouraged him to keep the vision of the Chamber alive.  

BCCI’s Treasurer, Mrs. Claudette El Ters, delivered the presentation and adoption of the 2015 Financial 
Statements, and elaborated on the Chamber’s current financial position and the critical decisions that were 
made. The session continued with the presentations from the hopeful Executive Council candidates. Of the 
nine nominated, the five voted in by Chamber members are Ms. Marissa Longsworth, Ms. Jane 
Longsworth, Mr. William Usher, Mr. Andrew Roe and Mr. Rufino Lin.  

The Belize Chamber of Commerce & Industry continues its dedication and commitment to its members - a 
commitment that remains fueled by our Triple C Philosophy to Connect, Capacitate and Champion on 
behalf of the members of the business community.  

-End- 

 

 

 


